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 Sat. Jan 1                    Solemnity of Mary the Mother 
     Of God 
   9:30am     All Parishioners 
          11:00am Sarah, Ever & Harper Addario 
     (Vince Addario) 
  Sun. Jan 2              Epiphany of the Lord 
    9:30am   Missa Pro Populo 
           11:00am    Deceased Members of the 
     Rebeiro & Guest Families 
     (Rebeiro Family) 
  Mon. Jan 3           9:30am   NO MASS 
 Tues. Jan 4           9:30am     Vince & Lena Addario 
     (Teresa & Colin Walters) 
              7-8pm HOLY HOUR & Confessions 
  Wed. Jan 5           9:30am    Antonio Addario 
     (Vince Addario) 
  Thurs. Jan 6         9:30am    Intentions of Bishop Bergie 
     (Colin & Teresa Walters) 
  Fri. Jan 7     9:30am     Cecil Shannon 
     (Racz Family) 
  Sat. Jan 8          Baptism of the Lord 
          4-4:45pm Exposition of the Blessed  
     Sacrament and Confessions 
             5:00pm    Trilo, Shiksha & Ssiva Gujadhur 
     (Divya G.) 
     In Thanksgiving for marriage of 
     Jason & Reshma 
     Baptism of the Lord 
  Sun. Jan 9            9:30am   Missa Pro Populo 
           11:00am    Helen Albanese 
     (Vince Addario)       

     Confessions from 9-9:25am before all weekday Masses. 

Offertory December 19th, 2021 
    $2, 692.00 

Offertory December 25th, 2021  
    $5, 025.00 

Offertory December 26th, 2021 
    $    800.00 

E -Transfer: stannfendonations@cogeco.net  
(No password required) 

   
 

 

 

 
  

The Epiphany of the Lord 
 

In his Apostolic Exhortation, The Joy of the Gospel, Pope Francis 
references a thought from Pope Benedict XVI: “Being a Christian 
is not the result of an ethical choice or a lofty idea, but the en-
counter with an event, a person, which gives life a new horizon 
and a decisive direction.” Today we celebrate an encounter with 
the Person of Jesus Christ! This simple but holy event in time 
dramatically changes human life, pointing it toward a new horizon 
and giving it a decisive direction. This is a message and truth that 
is not meant to be shared with only a select few who qualify but 
with the entire world. Pope Francis continues saying, “Thanks 
solely to this encounter or renewed encounter with God’s love, 
which blossoms into an enriching friendship, we are liberated 
from our narrowness and self-absorption. We become fully hu-
man when we become more than human, when we let God bring 
us beyond ourselves in order to attain the fullest truth of our be-
ing.” 

 

Look around at people. Where is life 
heading for them? What gives them direc-
tion? Even we who are people of faith can 
get distracted and lose our focus. God, in 
all of His fullness, is revealed in Jesus 
Christ and we can encounter Him! God is 
tangible, real, vulnerable, poor, and full of 
wonders, surprises, and opportunities. 
For those who are struggling and lost, 

today is a day of great joy. All they have to do is reach out and 
touch the truth of Christ. This presence is revealed in the poor, 
exploited, and vulnerable ones who cry out for compassion and 
love. But it is also found in the faithful ones who see in the Epiph-
any of God a liberation from structures and systems that hurt us, 
a narrowness of mind and heart that constricts us, and an absorp-
tion in our self-agenda that prevents us from seeing anything oth-
er than ourselves as important. 
We have been given the charge of preaching this Good News. If 

only we could find a way to be more effective, it might stand a 

chance of doing what God intended it to do. There is always to-

morrow and our memory of that bright new light that shone so 

brilliantly that Bethlehem night pointing us to truth and reminding 

us that we are loved. 

 
SYNOD 2021-2023, Journeying Together 
  “Synod” is a Greek word meaning to journey 
together. The Synod on Synodality 2021-
2023, convoked by Our Holy Father Pope 
Francis begins by focusing on questions of 
who in our local church is journeying togeth-
er.  Who is included or excluded?  How as a 

synodal Church are we journeying together today?  The Synod is 
an opportunity for listening to each other, sharing our experiences 
with courage and openness as companions on the journey. Small 
groups will be formed to focus on our journeying together with the 
fundamental themes of communion, participation and mission. 
Discussions will begin in at the parish level (February and March 
2021), then move to diocesan, regional (Ontario) and national 
levels, leading ultimately to our Holy Father Pope Francis and the 
(worldwide) Synod of Bishops in 2023.  
 
Pope Francis’ Prayer Intention for the Month of January 
We pray for all those suffering from religious discrimination and 
persecution; may their own rights and dignity be recognized, 
which originate from being brothers and sisters in the human fam-
ily. (Pope’s Worldwide Prayer Network) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For Jan 2022– separated and divorced ministry 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Church cleaners needed 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Prayer of the Synod: 
 

Adsumus Sancte Spiritus 

 

We stand before You, Holy Spirit,  

as we gather together in Your name. 

With You alone to guide us,  

make Yourself at home in our hearts;  

Teach us the way we must go  

and how we are to pursue it. 

We are weak and sinful; 

do not let us promote disorder. 

Do not let ignorance lead us down the wrong path  

nor partiality influence our actions. 

Let us find in You our unity 

so that we may journey together to eternal life  

and not stray from the way of truth 

and what is right. 

All this we ask of You, 

who are at work in every place and time,  

in the communion of the Father and the Son,  

forever and ever. A 
 

 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION 

Bulletin Announcement: The St. Vincent de Paul Society 

is asking for volunteers to help at their 

store on Queenston St. in St. Catharines. The society is an 

international lay organization 

founded by French university students and led by Blessed 

Frederic Ozanam. He was a lawyer, 

author &amp; professor dedicated to the service of the 

poor. Through the society, his work 

continues to-day. The organization is open to those who de-

sire to live their faith in love &amp; 

service of their neighbours. The store sells a wide variety of 

goods and all proceeds, with the 

exception of the salary of the manager, are used to aid the 

poor and needy in our community. 

The work involves sorting &amp; organizing the many do-

nations brought to the store and thus, no 

experience is necessary. The store is open Monday to Fri-

day from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. and 

Saturday from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Volunteers work a 

three hour shift, once a week. If you 

are interested in helping this most worthy charitable ser-

vice, please contact the store manager 

at 905-684-2042. 

For Francis our Pope, Gerard our Bishop, and the 

holy, faithful People of God in the Diocese of St. 

Catharines: that the preparation and celebration of 

this Synod may help us to discern God´s will and to 

boldly carry it out. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mount Carmel Home in St. Catharines is looking to hire a 

new cook. The  

cook would be responsible for preparing meals for resi-

dents, guests and  

employees of the Home. Knowledge of cooking for facilities 

or large  

groups is considered an asset. The successful applicant 

must have, or be  

willing to obtain, a Safe Food Handler's Certificate. Please 

contact  

Victoria at carmel@bellnet.ca if you are interested in this 

position. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Baptism of the Lord 
 
What reference point do you use when making decisions? Many 
times, impulse takes control and decisions are made based solely 
on emotion and desire. We all know that these types of decisions 
can often get us into trouble. When a person has a confident sense 
of who they are and a real understanding of what is important and 
of value, the likelihood of kneejerk impulsive choices diminishes. 
Baptism gives us what we need to make well informed and 
purposeful decisions. By this simple gesture, God claims us as His 
own and provides us with the identity and purpose we need to 
properly live life.  It is tremendously reassuring, when we truly 
embrace this revelation and realize that we no longer have to 
wonder about the purpose of our lives or struggle to find our way. 
The answer of who we are in God has been given to us. We no 
longer have to fumble around, trip over ourselves or walk aimlessly 
about. Issues surrounding the sacredness of life, the meaning of 
death, the protection of those most vulnerable, care for the weak 
and the poor, offering hospitality to those in search of a home, the 
purpose and proper place of work, how to create a just social order, 
caring for creation, and understanding our roles as heralds and 
stewards are just a few of the wonderful gifts baptism brings. When 
we make decisions based on things such as these core Gospel 
truths we really act as Christ himself, revealing to others the new 
creations that we are. This is how we live our baptism. 
 
It is difficult to walk against the tide. Yet, that is precisely what 
baptism calls us to do. Standing up for our principles will not make 
us popular. But who ever said Christianity is a popularity contest? 
Baptism calls us to stand up for that which goes against the grain of 
secularism. Standing in line with other sinners, we have our anchor 
to steady us in the tempests of life and God is very pleased. Forge 
ahead. There is nothing to fear. 
 
SYNOD 2021-2023, Journeying Together: Our Holy Father Pope 
Francis, in his Opening Address for the Synod said, “In the Church, 
everything starts with baptism.  Baptism, the source of our life, 
gives rise to the equal dignity of the children of God, albeit in the 
diversity of ministries and charisms.  Consequently, all the baptized 
are called to take part in the Church’s life and mission.  Without real 
participation by the People of God, talk about communion risks 
remaining a devout wish.  In this regard, we have taken some steps 
forward, but a certain difficulty remains and we must acknowledge 
the frustration and impatience felt by many pastoral workers, 
members of diocesan and parish consultative bodies and women, 
who frequently remain on the fringes.  Enabling everyone to 
participate is an essential ecclesial duty!  All the baptized, for 
baptism is our identity card.” 
 
The Diocesan Separated & Divorced Healing Ministry Support 
Group meets every second and fourth Monday of the month 
(except holidays) from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. at Mount Carmel 
Spiritual Centre, 7020 Stanley Avenue, Niagara Falls, Ontario. 
 
For our pamphlet, information, and registration call 905-356-4113 
or 905-684-0154, or email separatedanddivorced@saintcd.com  
 

PROGRAM SCHEDULE FOR JANUARY - MAY, 2022 
Pre-registration is required. Meetings will be held both in person at 
Mount Carmel Spiritual Centre and virtually via the ZOOM 
platform.  Please see contact information above to pre-register. 
Information regarding Covid protocols for in person meetings can 
be found on the diocesan website:  saintcd.com Go to: (Marriage—
Marriage Help—Separated & Divorced.) 

Jan 10, 2022, Embracing the New Year;  
Jan 24, 2022, Overcoming Loneliness 

 

 
 
 
 

IMPORTANT NOTE RE IN-PERSON MEETINGS 
For in-person meetings there will be protocols in place specific to 

the health guidelines in regard to the COVID‑19 pandemic. In-

person meeting participants must provide Proof of two doses plus 

fourteen days of a Covid‑19 vaccine prior to entry, and complete 

a COVID‑19 screening questionnaire. In-person meeting 

participants will be required to bring and wear a mask at the 

meetings and practice social distancing. If you forget your mask, a 

limited supply will be on hand for use. 

 
 
 
 
 
Reminder-Protocols for Receiving Communion: Please wait for 
the ushers to invite you to come forward for Holy 
Communion. The ushers will ask your preference and those 
receiving by the hand will come forward first.  Then, they will 
invite those who would like to receive Holy Communion by mouth.  
When approaching the front, to receive communion, please 
maintain at least a 6-foot gap with the person in front of you and 
keep your mask on. When you reach the point to receive 
communion, stop at the green line, bow and respond “Amen” after 
the priest says, “The body of Christ”.  Then remove your mask and 
step forward to receive the host.  For those receiving on the hand,  
move to the left or right  of the priest  to consume the host.  Then 
replace your mask and return to your seat via the side aisles.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Donations to Pelham Cares:  If you would like to donate gift cards 
for Pelham Care, please drop them off in the St. Vincent de Paul 
donation box at the church entrance or bring to the office. 
 
 
Soil needed for parish: If you or someone you know has clean soil 
from a construction project and needs a place to deposit it, we 
could use it to fill in some areas around the church property.  The 
soil should be free of debris such as rocks or bricks etc. If it 
contains clay, that would be fine.  Phone the office if you can assist.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Donations for the Notre Dame Pilgrimage for the Developing world 
will continue to be accepted throughout the month of November.  If 
you would like to sponsor Grade 9 student & parishioner Julia 
Tremeer, you can use the following link …... 
https://www.canadahelps.org/me/nws5zwhm  
Or, to support the pilgrimage  in general,  use this link….. 
www.notredamecollege.ca  
If you would like to view the Pilgrimage Mass held two weeks ago, 
go to https://vimeo.com/640366379. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Diocesan Separated & Divorced Healing Ministry Support 
Group meets every second and fourth Monday of the month 
(except holidays) at Mount Carmel Spiritual Centre. Call: 905-356-
4113 or 905-684-0154, or email 
separatedanddivorced@saintcd.com. Pre-registration is required. 
Meetings held both in person & virtually via Zoom platform.  
Please see contact information above to pre-register and 
consult the Diocesan website for Covid protocols at  
saintcd.com October 25, 2021 Pastoral Care, Fr. Chris Kulig 
Presenter 
November 8, 2021 Causes of Anger 
November 22, 2021 Working Through Anger 
December 13, 2021 Sadness and Depression 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Offence declarations were mailed in July to parishioners who are 
involved in high risk ministry.  A reminder to mail your completed 
declaration form to the diocese as soon as possible.  A stamped, 
addressed envelope was included in the mailings for your 
convenience.  Also, for all parishioners who volunteer in high or 
low risk ministries, please notify the office of any change in your 
status in order to keep our records up to date.  phone the office.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Offence Declarations:  If you are a parish volunteer involved with  
high risk ministries, you are required to submit an Offence 
Declaration form to the diocese each year. An email was sent to 
you on August 20th.   The forms have now been mailed to you. A 
stamped, addressed envelope is included for your convenience. 
Please submit them to the chancery office as soon as possible.    
Your co-operation is appreciated.   Also, for all parishioners who 
volunteer in high or low risk ministries, please notify the office of 
any change in your status in order to keep our records up to date.  
phone the office.  
 
 
 

Ontario Government Roadmap to Re-open—Step 3 
Expanded capacity for religious services, rites, ceremonies 
including weddings and funerals. No fixed capacity is mandated, 
however, since physical distancing requirements remain in place, 
indoor capacity is approximately one-third/33% capacity. The 
seating arrangements in the church at this time will remain in place 
allowing for distancing and the 1/3 capacity. . A reminder that no 
reservations are required for all Masses/Liturgical celebrations.  
 
Requirements for masks or face coverings remain in place in indoor 
public settings throughout Step 3 and are likely to remain in place 
until at least September.  
 
Contact tracing is to continue.   
 
The dispensation from Sunday Mass attendance remains in effect.  

  
  Mon. Jan 10       NO MASS 
 Tues. Jan 11        9:30am Intentions of Fr. Mitch 
     (Colin & Teresa Walters) 
     Vince Addario 
     (Lena Addario) 
    7-8pm HOLY HOUR & Confessions 
 Wed. Jan 12         9:30am     Amer, Divya & Praanjal 
     (Divya G. ) 
 Thurs. Jan 13       9:30am    Anita Gurnick 
     (Colin & Teresa Walters) 
  Fri. Jan 14           9:30am    George Albanese 
     (Vince Addario) 
  Sat. Jan 15        4-4:45pm Exposition of the Blessed  
     Sacrament and Confessions 
   5:00pm   Nicola Colangelo 
     (Rosa Colangelo) 
  Sun. Jan 16          9:30am   Lewis Tremeer 
     (Tremeer Family) 
           11:00am     Missa Pro Populo 
Confessions from 9-9:25am before all weekday Masses. 

The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity is 18-25 January— 
we pray together for that full unity which is Christ’s will. 
THEME: “We have seen his star in the East and have come 
to pay homage to him” (Mt 2:2). More than ever, in these 
difficult times, we need a light that shines in the darkness and 
that light, Christians proclaim, has been manifested in Jesus 
Christ. The materials were produced by the Middle East Council 
of Churches: a regional ecumenical body, which brings together 
Churches for a common Christian witness in the region where 
Christ was born, lived, died, was buried and rose from the dead: 
from Iran down to the Gulf in the East, to the Mediterranean Sea 
and Egypt in the West.  
In a region of the world where human rights are habitually 
trampled underfoot by unjust political and economic interests, in 
the face of an unprecedented international health crisis and 
bearing the human and material consequences of the serious 
explosion that devastated Beirut on August 4, 2020, the local 
ecumenical group nevertheless made every effort to fulfill this 
mandate.  With them, we pray that greater unity among 
Christians in the Middle East and around the world may 
contribute to a more dignified, just and peaceful life for all men 
and women in our time and in the times to come. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contemplative Prayer Group: Are you interested in learning to 
pray in silence? The teachings of St. John of the Cross will be 
followed. Meetings are the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of the month 
on zoom. For registration and information on start times contact 
bcoleman@bell.net or 905-646-1995. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayer at a Child's First Communion:  Lord Jesus Christ, in 
the Sacrament of the Eucharist You left us the 
outstanding manifestation of your limitless love for us. Thank 
You for giving our children the opportunity to experience this 
love in receiving the Sacrament for the first time. May your 
Eucharist presence keep them ever free from sin, fortified in 
faith, pervaded by love for God and neighbour, and fruitful in 
virtue,  that they may continue to receive You throughout 
life and attain final union with You at death.  Amen. 
 
 
 
Protocols for cleaning pews, washrooms and confessional 
rooms have been relaxed so as to require only regular cleaning 
in accordance with pre-Covid-19 routines.  Contact tracing 
remains required and if someone with suspected or known 
Covid-19 has attended, affected areas will be disinfected.  
 
Distribution  of bulletins and pamphlets will resume.  The votive 
candle stand can be used but a two meter distance is required 
when more than one person is waiting.  
 
The collection procedure  and Communion protocols will remain 
the same for now.  We ask that those who receive Communion 
on the hand come up first and those who receive on the tongue 
proceed after.  The ushers will ask your preference and guide 
you.  
All other protocols remain unchanged. Full details are 
available on the parish website.  

Sunday, January 9th, 2022 

Sunday, January 2nd, 2022 

mailto:carmel@bellnet.ca
https://www.canadahelps.org/me/nws5zwhm
http://www.notredamecollege.ca/
https://vimeo.com/640366379
mailto:bcoleman@bell.net
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