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  Sat. Dec 22        9-10am Reconciliation  
          4 -4:45pm Exposition of the Blessed 
      Sacrament  & Reconciliation 
     5:00pm   Missa Pro Populo 
  Sun. Dec 23     9:30am   Margaret Marshall 
     (Mike & Anne Young) 
            11:00am   Anthony Filbert 
     (Lynda Filbert & Family)  
  Mon. Dec 24       Christmas Eve Mass 
     5:00pm   Wally & Sophie Paterak 
     (Christine Meyo & Family) 
           Dominique Forgeron 
     (Larocque Family) 
       7-8pm Holy Hour Cancelled 
  Tues. Dec 25      Christmas Day Masses 
   Midnight   Missa Pro Populo 
   10:00am   Victoria Blaszynski & Elaine & 
     Bronson Pezanoski 
     (Jay) 
  Wed. Dec 26    9:30am   Mass Cancelled 
  Thurs. Dec 27   9:30am   Birthday Blessings for Adelaine 
     Nohara 
     (Mete Family) 
  Fri. Dec 28       9:30am   Intentions of  Stephen & Kimberly 
     Walters 
     (Walters Family) 
  Sat. Dec 29       Feast of the Holy Family of  
     Jesus, Mary & Joseph 
     9-10am Reconciliation  
         4  -4:45pm Exposition of the Blessed 
      Sacrament  & Reconciliation 
     5:00pm   Missa Pro Populo 
  Sun. Dec 30             Feast of the Holy Family of  
     Jesus, Mary & Joseph 
     9:30am    John & Frances Blazic 
     (Blazic Family) 
             11:00am   Tara Hilton 
     (Karen & Michael) 

Reconciliation from 9-9:20am before all weekday Masses.  
 
 

     
 
January 2019—Retrouvaille announcements 
 
 
Yesterday I attended a Diocesan meeting at the Catholic Centre in 
St. Catharines.  Here is some information from that meeting..... 
 
 
2. I know it's early but..... the annual Lenten retreat will be held on 
Wednesday, March 27th, 2019 or Saturday, March 30th,  the 
deadline for registration is February 18th.  The cost is $40 but the 
council will pay half after the retreat when you have attended. 
 
 
4. If anyone is interested in joining the 'Coldest Night of the Year' 
walk in St. Catharines on February 23 please contact me.  Last 
year 7 ladies from the League managed to collect $3000 which 
was donated to Start Me Up Niagara. 
 
5. The date for the annual convention will be May 21st and 22nd. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
  Volunteers needed to assist with church cleaning (worship area) 
  approximately every 4-5 weeks.   
 
 
 
Migrant ministry—need a co-ordinator—maybe use the RFM 
description—insert in bulletin.  
Mid—Aug reminder that Conf. classes resume Sept 5 

 
Job Responsibilities: Beginning in about February of each year, 
the Coordinator of this programme will be responsible for the col-
lection of warm clothing (e.g. sweaters, coats, hats, gloves, socks), 
as well as toiletries. The workers will begin arriving in mid to late 
March, and are seldom equipped for the cooler weather. These 
items can then be distributed to the workers, as needed.  
Working with the Parish Priest and/or Deacon, the coordinator will 
assist in scheduling a Spanish Mass, once a month, from April to 
November, and will communicate this to the workers. There will 
also be a need to organize and set up hospitality following the 
mass, either in the form of coffee and snacks or a meal.  
The coordinator may wish to assemble a team of volunteers to 
assist with this.  The coordinator will also liaise with other Minis-
tries within the Parish (e.g. Catholic Women’s League, St Vincent 
de Paul, Youth Ministry) in order to increase support for the sea-
sonal workers and to assist with the provision of meals following 
the Spanish Mass.   
Skills, Attitudes, Knowledge: The coordinator of this Ministry 
should be active members of the church community, be able to 
maintain confidentiality, and be respectful, compassionate and 
patient. 
Time Commitment: Much of this work will take place beginning in 
February, when the collection of items will begin so that they can 
be distributed to the workers upon their arrival. Workers begin ar-
riving in mid to late February, and continue to arrive in the spring. 
While the majority of the workers leave towards the end of sum-
mer, there are some who remain here until November.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fourth  Sunday of Advent 
Here we are, mere days from Christmas, and we hear a Gospel 
anticipating the birth of another child. Mary has received word 
that her cousin Elizabeth is with child. Pregnant as she is, Mary 
"set out and traveled to the hill country in haste." She has recently 
received the greatest news of her life - that she is to be mother to 
the Messiah by the power of the Holy Spirit - but her concern is 
for her cousin in need. Through God's grace, Elizabeth turns it 
into an opportunity to honour the coming Christ. "Blessed are you 
among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb." Yet Mary's 

example of selflessness should inspire us. 
As Christmas draws near, there is plenty of 
goodness to anticipate for many of us. We'll 
reunite with family and friends, uphold time-
honored traditions, swap stories old and new, 
exchange gifts, and welcome Jesus at the 
Christmas Mass. These are wonderful things! 
Of course, they probably all come with their 

own to-do list. Shop for last-minute gifts, pick up recipe ingredi-
ents, ready the guest room, or pack your own bags. Mary proba-
bly had things to do as well. She had a lot to consider, for one 
thing. How do you plan to tell your parents you're pregnant, but 
no man was involved? When Joseph finds out, who will care for 
the practical needs of you and your child? Into what may have 
been a chaos of questions, Mary receives news that someone is 
in need. She goes immediately. 
 
In these final days before Christmas, stay watchful and awake! 
You never know when God might invite you to welcome, hospitali-
ty, and compassion. It might be tempting to reject the opportunity 
for your own needs. Follow the example of Mary! If God is provid-
ing you an opportunity to love, He will provide the means to ac-
complish all your other tasks. This Christmas season, may you 
too hear, "Blessed are you who believed that what was spoken to 
you by the Lord would be fulfilled.” 

  
The birth of the Messiah gives the church 
great hope. Although secular celebrations 
of Christmas ignore the significance of the 
holy day, the church gives us Advent to 
help us keep our focus. We reorient our 
hearts and minds to recall, once again, the 
mysterious glory of the Incarnation. In 
these weeks of yuletide preparation, we 
stop to remind ourselves what it means to 

be Christian, in case we have begun taking it for granted. To be 
Christian is to believe that God is truly with us, in the most per-
sonal, intimate way imaginable; he is one of us! "They shall name 
him Emmanuel, which means 'God is with us.'" Through the Incar-
nation, God became human and lived among us to love us, to 
guide us, to heal us, to strengthen us and to bring us salvation. It 
is the promise of a Saviour given through the early prophets, a 
promise that the faithful held dear as they waited. As that most 
beautiful of all anniversaries approaches, celebrate this season 
remembering the greatest gift ever given to every person--the gift 
of a Saviour. 

A very special thank you to everyone who 
helped make our Christmas celebration so spe-
cial. Thank you to all liturgical ministers, altar 
servers, choir and musicians, ushers, decora-

tors and cleaners and all who assisted in any way.  
 

Offertory December 15th & 16th, 2018 
  87 Envelopes   $2, 668.00 
  Loose Collection   $    144.00  
  Total Offertory   $2, 812.00 
  Flowers    $      90.00 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you to all members of the parish committees, groups and 
ministries who have  given selflessly of their time and talents for 
the benefit of our parish family throughout this past year. Your 
dedication and commitment is so much appreciated! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Separated & Divorced Healing Ministry : Regular meetings will 
resume January14, 2019. Meetings are 7 to 9 pm at Mount Car-
mel Spiritual Centre, 7020 Stanley Ave, Niagara Falls. Pre-
registration is not  required. 905-356-4113 or 905-684-0154, or 
email:  separatedanddivorced@saintcd.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Children’s Liturgy During the Season of Advent:  The Jesse 
Tree is a popular Advent tradition. Named for the father of David, 
it is a tree that is decorated gradually throughout Advent with 
symbols or pictures of biblical persons associated with the gradu-
al coming of the Messiah, Christ. The Jesse Tree tradition pro-
vides a wonderful teaching opportunity, reminding children about 
the preparatory nature of Advent.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Vincent's loves Volunteers: Do you have 2-4 hours per week 
that you could spare? Vincent's Thrift Store, 5970 Lundy's Lane, 
Niagara Falls would love to hear from you. The store is a part of 
the St. Vincent de Paul Society with 4 stores in the Region, serv-
ing the needs of the community. We have a variety of "jobs" to 
do, and wonderful people to work with. Activities may include: 
sorting donations like clothes, jewelry and household articles, 
stocking and organizing items on shelves, serving customers and 
cleaning. We also could use a person with a truck who is willing 
to pick up or drop off items from time to time. Volunteer op-
portunities are open to persons of all ages, including students, 
and hours can be adjusted to suit your schedule. Please give 
the store a call if you are interested. Ask to speak with An-
drea: 289 296 3807 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spiritual Reading Book Club:  Come out and join lively discus-
sions on inspirational books chosen to deepen the Catholic faith.  
Meetings are held the last Wednesday of the month (September-
June) 1:30pm at St. Denis Parish, 230 Lake St., St. Catharines.  
The September book The Autobiography of Dorothy Day.  For 
information contact bcoleman@bell.net or 905-646-1995. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 Vincent's Store is looking for more volunteers. If you can spare a 
minimum of two hours every two weeks, we would love to have 
you join our team. We are open Monday to Friday from 10 am - 4 
pm and Saturday from 10 am - 2 pm, but we are hoping to extend 
our hours to 6 pm a couple of days per week, depending on vol-
unteer availability. Come and share your time and talents to help 
your neighbours. Our new manager Andrea would be happy to 
answer your questions. Come and meet her at 5970 Lundy's 
Lane, NF or call (289)296-3807. 
 
 
 
 
YOUTH MINISTRY:  YM for grades 5-8, Wed. evenings. Regis-
tration form is on our website http://
stannfenwick.wixsite.com/youthministry.   If you would like to 
volunteer,  check out our website  or email me gbroad-
ley@branchesoftheword.org 
 
 
 

 
 
Garden Maintenance:  Our parish is in need of a garden  
 maintenance team to regularly maintain the flower beds, shrubs 
 etc.  This would begin in spring and continue through the autumn 
 depending on the need.  Four to six people would be adequate.  
If 
 you feel you can  assist with this parish ministry, please phone 

Parish Calendar 
December 
Dec 26th….  Mass cancelled 
January 
Jan 4th…..  First Friday Holy Communion to the sick and  
   homebound.  Phone the office to arrange a visit. 
Jan 9th……  Youth Ministry resumes 6:30-8:30pm 
Jan 10th…… Bingo resumes, 7pm 
Jan 18-25…. Week of prayer for Christian unity. 
Jan 22nd….. Finance meeting 6:30pm   
 

Take a moment to contemplate the symbols 
of the season. The crèche tells us the 
Gospel stories: first from Luke, which details 
the human birth in a lowly stable and the 
angels' message to shepherds; and later 
from Matthew, which describes the arrival of 
Magi who signify that God's salvation 
extends to all. The angels stand as heralds 
of the good news, an emblem for each of us 

on this solemn feast of our own duty to spread the message that 
Christ is born and saves us from our sins. The tree stands as a 
symbol of life, its green branches unfading even in the winter cold, 
just as God's life remains in us even though our human form should 
die. The wreath made of evergreens reminds us that God is one, 
without beginning or end. The candles recall the birth of him who is 
forever the Light of the world. Today, we celebrate the fact that God 
came to earth as a beautiful, innocent infant who rejects no one. 
We rejoice this day in the birth of Christ! And tonight, we remember 
that Jesus Christ came into this world quietly, humbly, and 
gracefully, an example of how we should live our lives.  
 
Congratulations to our Youth Ministry Co-Ordinator Genevieve  
Broadley  & her husband Chris who welcomed a baby boy on 
December 14th—Leo Emmanuel.  
 
2019 Offertory Envelopes: are now available in the church hall. If 
you do not find a box prepared for you, please phone the 
office.  Also, please do not begin using your new envelopes until 
the new year.  Thank you! 
 
Church Contributions: All Church donations for 2018 must be 
received on the weekend of Dec 29/30, 2018 to be applied to 
your 2018 tax receipt. Please note though, that donation 
envelopes received on Dec 31st for  the January 1st Feast of 
Mary the Mother of God will be applied to your 2019 tax receipt. 
Thank you for your cooperation. 
 
Office Closure for Christmas:  The Church Office will be closed 
from Monday, December 24th, 2018 to Tuesday, January 1st, 
2019.  Messages may be left at any time and will be checked 
regularly. Regular office hours will resume on January 2nd, 
2019. 
 
Message From Royal Canadian Legion, Fonthill Branch:  On 
behalf of all members of Branch 613 and especially our veterans, I 
wish to thank you for participating in the Bells of Peace Initiative.  
We have received positive feedback about this initiative and we are 
extremely appreciative that your congregation elected to participate.  
Enclosed is a cheque in the amount of $100, symbolic of the ringing 
of 100 bells as a further recognition of our thanks.  Thank you for  
assisting us in fulfilling our mandate, that being, “Honouring 
Veterans is Our Duty.”   
Thank you to our  parishioners who volunteered to be part of 
this initiative.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
40 Hour Eucharistic Adoration:  Gethsemane Centre, 84008 
Wellandport Rd., Wellandport. Give thanks, experience the joy of 
God’s presence and “pray without ceasing” for families in Canada.  
From 7am Sunday, December 30th, 2018 to 11pm Monday, 
December 31st, 2018  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Volunteers Needed:  Immediate need for Children’s Liturgy and 
Church cleaning.   Looking ahead…...volunteers are also needed 
for garden maintenance from spring to fall and our Seasonal 
Agricultural worker ministry will resume in the spring.  A co-
ordinator for this ministry is especially needed.  Phone the office 
and we will provide details.  

 
Vincent's loves Volunteers: Do you have 2-4 hours per week that 
you could spare? Vincent's Thrift Store, 5970 Lundy's Lane, 
Niagara Falls would love to hear from you. We have a variety of 
"jobs" to do, and wonderful people to work with. We also could 
use a person with a truck who is willing to pick up or drop off 
items from time to time. Volunteer opportunities are open to 
persons of all ages, including students, and hours can be adjusted 
to suit your schedule. If interested ask to speak with Andrea: 289 
296 3807 

 
 

 
 
 

Seasonal Agricultural Worker Program 
There is always a need for new or gently used items; sweaters, light 
coats, socks, work gloves, new toiletries. Please contact the office 
or leave in the church hall.   

 
 
 
 
BINGO CALLERS NEEDED!  Your commitment would be every 
4-6 weeks or if you can only help once or twice, that would be 
appreciated.   Please phone the office if you can assist.  This 
parish fundraiser provides us with extra funds to pay for elevator 
inspections/repairs, fire inspections, church enhancement projects 
(small and large projects over the years).  It is run weekly by a 
dedicated group of volunteers and attended by parishioners and 
members of our community.  Bingo will resume on Thursday, 
September 13th.  All are welcome to attend.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our Lady of the Holy Rosary Shrine, 4706 Miller Road, Port 
Colborne operates May to October.  Thursdays at 7:00 p.m., in the 
Chapel, the Rosary & the celebration of Holy Mass. For more 
information please call Shelley Tamas, 905-714-7677 or visit 
www.rosaryshrineniagara.com. 
 
 
Are you called to be a Permanent Deacon?  To be a deacon is a 
specific call to minister to the People of God through the three-fold 
services of charity, liturgy and word.  If you feel that God may be 
calling you to this special ministry, then contact:  Director Office of 
Permanent Diaconate, Catholic Centre, P.0 Box 875, St. 
Catharines, Ontario L2R 6Z4, Phone:  905-8=684-0154 X 204  
Email:  deacons@saintcd.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
New year– ministry involvement…. 

 
Liturgical ministry is an expression of stewardship, and is a 
rewarding opportunity to share your time and talent with the faith 
community. Christ is calling each of you to work with him and to 
take up your responsibilities in order to build the civilization of love.  
Pope Benedict XVI. 
 

Adult parishioners are invited to participate in the Sunday Liturgy in 
a variety of ways.  
 

We welcome all parishioners to assist in the liturgy.   
 

The following are some of the ministries which you can 
become involved with….. 
Liturgical—lectors, eucharistic ministers, altar servers, music 
ministry, children’s liturgy; Youth Ministry; Parish cleaning 
and maintenance; collection counters; bingo; Development 
and Peace;  St. Vincent de Paul; Seasonal Agricultural Worker 

Tuesday, December 25th,  2018 

"I proclaim to you good news of great joy that will be for all of the 
people." Merry Christmas! This familiar story dances with new 
life and vigor today. We, too, have waited in darkness. We, too, 
have felt in the desert of the modern world. Our hearts lift at the 
candles of midnight Mass. The Eucharist - that simple little host 

resting in the stable of our hearts - 
has new meaning. Our joy lifts at 
the sight of long-unseen family. 
The wonder of the season is here. 
Glory to God indeed! 
But for some of us, perhaps the 
patterns feel too familiar, almost 
grating. Or someone is missing 
from our story this year. Unlike 

Mary and Joseph - who found refuge in a stable - perhaps we 
still feel like we're searching for a place to rest. This Christmas 
season, let Jesus be that place. Let the Christmas story wash 
over you in all its human relevance. In the Holy Family, we see 
the courage of a first-time father trying to shelter and protect his 
family, a deeply vulnerable moment on a cold, uncomfortable 
night, and giving birth with little assistance. In the shepherds, we 
see an entirely unexpected encounter with wonder, a divine 
revelation none were expecting. We see the dazzling hope of a 
promise fulfilled. 
In the celebration of Christmas, we celebrate the Incarnation. 
God becomes man because we humans need someone we can 
touch, see, and feel. Some of us may be especially sensitive to 
a lack of incarnate love in our lives. Whatever our experience, 
God invites us to receive HIM - His story, His presence, His love. 
And He invites us to give it away, to make His love a little more 
incarnate in the world by our actions. Look for someone to love 
today that they, too, might recognize Emmanuel, God with us! 

 
Loving God, During this holy season of 
Christmas, we ask for your blessing on all 
families.  Let Mary’s openness to your 
wondrous ways be an inspiration to place all 
trust in you.  Let Joseph’s courage provide 
hope during difficult times. Let Jesus’ life 
ignite all families with a spirit of light and love. 
May the grace that encircled the Holy Family 
widen to embrace all families.  For this we 
pray.  Amen.  

 
The 86th annual broadcast of Midnight Mass from the 
Cathedral of St. Catherine of Alexandria will be available on 
Newstalk 610 CKTB at 11:30 p.m. and at www.610cktb.com.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ushers Needed for Mon. Dec. 24th, 5pm Christmas Eve 
Mass: If you are planning to attend please assist with helping 
parishioners find seating.  Any assistance would be appreciated.  
Please note that extra chairs from the church hall should be 
limited to one row behind the back pews.  No chairs should be 
placed in the aisles.  Thank you.  

 
CWL Membership: . Envelopes are in your offertory boxes 
dated Nov. 4th, 2018 or you may use a plain envelope. FEES 
ARE $25. Please ensure your FULL MAILING ADDRESS OR 
CHANGE OF ADDRESS is included on your envelope with your 
payment.  We look forward to your active participation in our 
league!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NIAGARA FOUNDATION FOR CATHOLIC EDUCATION 
                                    Supporting Students in Need 
 
Every day in the Niagara Region one in five students goes to 
school hungry. For lunch they often eat pizza scraps from the 
previous night’s supper. Several lack daily essentials like warm 
clothing, shoes and personal care items. We often associate 
poverty with third world countries little realizing it exists right 
here at home. You can make a positive difference in the lives of 
students in need. Your donation of $12.75 will provide a hungry 
student with an early morning meal and a wholesome snack for 
a week. In his scripture writings about the Lord’s judgement of 

Sunday, December 23rd,  2018 
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