
i  Rev. Chad Grennan, Pastor 
 Email: 
 frchadgrennan@gmail.com 
 Rev. Deacon Jim McLaughlin  
 (phone office for appointment) 
 Liliana Haynes  
 Office Administrator 

 

  Sat. Dec 8        9-10am Reconciliation  
          4 -4:45pm Exposition of the Blessed 
      Sacrament  & Reconciliation 
     5:00pm   Graham Dakin 
     (Wendy Atkins) 
  Sun. Dec 9     9:30am   Nina & Czeslaw Aleksiejuk & 
     Betty & Les Szabo 
     (Jan & Lana) 
            11:00am   Missa Pro Populo  
  Mon. Dec 10     9:30am   Deceased Members of the  
     Podolyak Family 
     (Bill & Mary Podolyak) 
      7-8pm Holy Hour & Reconciliation 
  Tues. Dec 11    9:30am   Nicola Colangelo 
     (Rosa Colangelo & Family) 
  Wed. Dec 12    9:30am   Intentions of Stephen & Kimberly 
     Walters 
     (Walters Family) 
      7-9pm Confessions 
  Thurs. Dec 13   9:30am   Don Wiley 
     (John & Diane Szydlowski) 
  Fri. Dec 14       9:30am   Intentions of Kimberly Walters 
     (Walters Family) 
  Sat. Dec 15     9-10am Reconciliation  
         4  -4:45pm Exposition of the Blessed 
      Sacrament  & Reconciliation 
     5:00pm   Arnold Reece 
     (Hannah Reece) 
  Sun. Dec 16           9:30am    Missa Pro Populo 
            11:00am   Ivan & Tereza Balazic 
     (Blazic Family) 

Reconciliation from 9-9:20am before all weekday Masses.  
   Offertory December 1st & 2nd, 2018 

  77 Envelopes   $1, 766.00 
  Loose Collection   $      39.00 
  Total Offertory   $1, 805.00 
  Maintenance   $    361.00 
 
   Please remember in your prayers the soul of Donna Masi who 
   passed away on November 30th.  May her soul and the souls  
   of all the faithful departed, rest in peace.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Separated & Divorced Healing Ministry : For the December  
 10

th
 group meeting, the topic will be Overcoming Loneliness .  No 

  meeting December 24
th
.  Regular meetings will resume January 

 14, 2019. Meetings are 7 to 9 pm at Mount Carmel Spiritual  
 Centre, 7020 Stanley Ave, Niagara Falls. Pre-registration is not 
  required. 905-356-4113 or 905-684-0154, 
  or email separatedanddivorced@saintcd.com 
 
 
 
 
Dec 8/9– Our lady of Guadalupe. 
 
Dec 15/16—Gaudette Sunday  
Dec 15/16– all church contributions must be received etc. & office 
closed )give dates), also need ushers for 5pm Mass Christmas 
eve. 
 
Yesterday I attended a Diocesan meeting at the Catholic Centre in 
St. Catharines.  Here is some information from that meeting..... 
 
 
2. I know it's early but..... the annual Lenten retreat will be held on 
Wednesday, March 27th, 2019 or Saturday, March 30th,  the 
deadline for registration is February 18th.  The cost is $40 but the 
council will pay half after the retreat when you have attended. 
 
 
4. If anyone is interested in joining the 'Coldest Night of the Year' 
walk in St. Catharines on February 23 please contact me.  Last 
year 7 ladies from the League managed to collect $3000 which 
was donated to Start Me Up Niagara. 
 
5. The date for the annual convention will be May 21st and 22nd. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
  Volunteers needed to assist with church cleaning (worship area) 
  approximately every 4-5 weeks.   
 
 
 
Migrant ministry—need a co-ordinator—maybe use the RFM 
description—insert in bulletin.  
Mid—Aug reminder that Conf. classes resume Sept 5 

 
Job Responsibilities: Beginning in about February of each year, 
the Coordinator of this programme will be responsible for the col-
lection of warm clothing (e.g. sweaters, coats, hats, gloves, socks), 
as well as toiletries. The workers will begin arriving in mid to late 
March, and are seldom equipped for the cooler weather. These 
items can then be distributed to the workers, as needed.  
Working with the Parish Priest and/or Deacon, the coordinator will 
assist in scheduling a Spanish Mass, once a month, from April to 
November, and will communicate this to the workers. There will 
also be a need to organize and set up hospitality following the 
mass, either in the form of coffee and snacks or a meal.  
The coordinator may wish to assemble a team of volunteers to 
assist with this.  The coordinator will also liaise with other Minis-
tries within the Parish (e.g. Catholic Women’s League, St Vincent 
de Paul, Youth Ministry) in order to increase support for the sea-
sonal workers and to assist with the provision of meals following 
the Spanish Mass.   
Skills, Attitudes, Knowledge: The coordinator of this Ministry 
should be active members of the church community, be able to 
maintain confidentiality, and be respectful, compassionate and 
patient. 
Time Commitment: Much of this work will take place beginning in 
February, when the collection of items will begin so that they can 
be distributed to the workers upon their arrival. Workers begin ar-
riving in mid to late February, and continue to arrive in the spring. 
While the majority of the workers leave towards the end of sum-
mer, there are some who remain here until November.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Second Sunday of Advent 

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar...and Herod 
was tetrarch of Galilee...and Lysanias was tetrach of..." Did you 
need to pinch yourself awake during the first few lines of this Sun-
day's Gospel? John the Baptist received quite a prelude today as 
Luke described the religious and political leadership of the time 
period. Scripture is divinely inspired, and we believe that every-
thing that made it into the Bible is there for a reason. These lines 
remind us of an important truth. The Christmas story isn't a fairy 

tale or nursery rhyme. It's not a parable 
we say to give meaning to the holiday. 
At Christmas, God's presence is made 
tangible in a precise moment in time. 
The birth of Christ is a historical event. 
As precursor to Jesus' preaching, the 
ministry of John the Baptist is also a 
historical figure. 

"Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths." John's call 
to repentance and the forgiveness of sins happened in a particu-
lar time and place. But that does not mean it is limited to first cen-
tury Palestine! God continues to move in our daily lives. What we 
hear in today's Gospel - and what we anticipate at Christmas - 
occurs in our daily lives. God works in concrete ways in time and 
space. He did that 2,000 years ago, and He continues to do so 
today! 
This Sunday, examine your own Christmas preparations. Is there 
anything you need to repent of before the Christmas season? Are 
there low points in your life, valleys to "be filled" by the love of 
God? Are their mountainous obstacles in your spiritual life? How 
can they be "made low"? Are you making decisions that have 
moved you away from God? This Advent season is the time for 
them to "be made straight and  made smooth." Prepare the way 
in your heart for Christ today.  

 
The feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe  Dec 12th 
When Mary appeared to Juan Diego as Our Lady of 
Guadalupe, she had encouraging words for him. "Am I 
not here, I who am your mother?" In the image on 
Juan Diego's tilma (tunic), Mary identifies herself with 
the Aztec people. She has their hair and features, their 
symbolic maternity dress. She incorporated their im-
portant symbols of the sun, moon, and stars. Today's 
Mass includes two Gospel options. Both are familiar 

passages from the Gospel of Luke - the Annunciation and the 
Visitation. Both are equally relevant to today's feast because 
Mary's yes to Christ isn't only to care for him but to come to us. 
Our Lady of Guadalupe is pregnant. The image bears witness to 
Mary's yes to conceive the Saviour of the World. But even in her 
pregnancy, she goes to care for Elizabeth. Now Mother to all the 
world, Mary comes to the aid of her children, reminding them of 
her presence among them.  
 
Christmas Flower Memorial Envelopes are in your offertory 
boxes dated Dec. 9th.  We invite everyone to make a gift to-
wards the cost of the Christmas greens and flowers that will 
decorate our parish this blessed season.  Honour a family 
member or friend, give thanks for a special event (such as a 
wedding or the birth of a child), or remember a departed loved 
one. If you do not have envelopes but would like to contribute, 
you may use a plain envelope and include your name, address 
and phone number.   

 
Lighting of the Advent Wreath: Families or individuals are 
asked to volunteer to light the candles during each of the week-
end Masses of Advent.  The sign up sheet is at the back of the 
church. You may choose a Mass during any of those weekends.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Children’s Liturgy During the Season of Advent:  The Jesse 
Tree is a popular Advent tradition. Named for the father of David, 
it is a tree that is decorated gradually throughout Advent with 
symbols or pictures of biblical persons associated with the gradu-
al coming of the Messiah, Christ. The Jesse Tree tradition pro-
vides a wonderful teaching opportunity, reminding children about 
the preparatory nature of Advent.   
 
 
 
 
Vincent's loves Volunteers: Do you have 2-4 hours per week 
that you could spare? Vincent's Thrift Store, 5970 Lundy's Lane, 
Niagara Falls would love to hear from you. The store is a part of 
the St. Vincent de Paul Society with 4 stores in the Region, serv-
ing the needs of the community. We have a variety of "jobs" to 
do, and wonderful people to work with. Activities may include: 
sorting donations like clothes, jewelry and household articles, 
stocking and organizing items on shelves, serving customers and 
cleaning. We also could use a person with a truck who is willing 
to pick up or drop off items from time to time. Volunteer op-
portunities are open to persons of all ages, including students, 
and hours can be adjusted to suit your schedule. Please give 
the store a call if you are interested. Ask to speak with An-
drea: 289 296 3807 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spiritual Reading Book Club:  Come out and join lively discus-
sions on inspirational books chosen to deepen the Catholic faith.  
Meetings are held the last Wednesday of the month (September-
June) 1:30pm at St. Denis Parish, 230 Lake St., St. Catharines.  
The September book The Autobiography of Dorothy Day.  For 
information contact bcoleman@bell.net or 905-646-1995. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 Vincent's Store is looking for more volunteers. If you can spare a 
minimum of two hours every two weeks, we would love to have 
you join our team. We are open Monday to Friday from 10 am - 4 
pm and Saturday from 10 am - 2 pm, but we are hoping to extend 
our hours to 6 pm a couple of days per week, depending on vol-
unteer availability. Come and share your time and talents to help 
your neighbours. Our new manager Andrea would be happy to 
answer your questions. Come and meet her at 5970 Lundy's 
Lane, NF or call (289)296-3807. 
 
 
 
 
YOUTH MINISTRY:  YM for grades 5-8, Wed. evenings. Regis-
tration form is on our website http://
stannfenwick.wixsite.com/youthministry.   If you would like to 
volunteer,  check out our website  or email me gbroad-
ley@branchesoftheword.org 
 
 
 

 
 
Garden Maintenance:  Our parish is in need of a garden  
 maintenance team to regularly maintain the flower beds, shrubs 
 etc.  This would begin in spring and continue through the autumn 
 depending on the need.  Four to six people would be adequate.  
If 
 you feel you can  assist with this parish ministry, please phone 
the 
 office soon.   
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Volunteers needed to lead the prayers of the  Rosary at the 
Welland Hospital– Woolcott Wing about once a month.  This tra-
ditional Catholic Prayer, based on the Bible, helps us contemplate  
the events in the life of Jesus and that of His Mother, Mary.  For 
the residents there, it keeps them connected to their faith and 
helps strengthen it.  Your leadership would give them the oppor-
tunity to honour our Lord and his Mother with this special prayer. 
If you think you could assist with this, please contact the office or 
speak with Deacon Jim.  
 
Update on our Syrian Family: The Syrian Refugee Resettle-
ment Committee and our Syrian Family would like to thank the 
parishioners of St Ann’s and St Elizabeth’ s as well as Father 
Chad for all of their support in helping to bring this family here. 
They are very happy to be in Canada, have settled into their 
apartment in St. Catharines, and are getting to know their new 
home town. They are attending English classes in the community, 
and are looking forward to meeting all of you at mass in the com-
ing months.  Please keep our second family in your prayers, as 
we wait, and hope for news of their expected arrival date.  
 

 

 

 
 
 

Parish Calendar 
December 
Dec 12th….. Confessions 7-9pm 
Dec 13th….  Final bingo session before the new year 
Dec 19th….. St. Ann School Advent Mass 9:30am 
 
2019 Offertory Envelopes: are now available in the church hall. 
Please note that there have been updates made to the offertory 
numbering system.  FOR THE YEAR 2019, PLEASE USE ONLY 
THE ENVELOPES ASSIGNED TO YOU FOR THAT YEAR.  This 
will ensure that donations are credited to the proper person. If you 
do not find a box prepared for you, please phone the office.  
Also, please do not begin using your new envelopes until the new 
year.  Thank you! 
 
Church Contributions: All Church donations for 2018 must be 
received on the weekend of Dec 29/30, 2018 to be applied to 
your 2018 tax receipt. Please note though, that donation 
envelopes received on Dec 31st for  the January 1st Feast of 
Mary the Mother of God will be applied to your 2019 tax receipt. 
Thank you for your cooperation. 
 
Office Closure for Christmas:  The Church Office will be closed 
from Monday, December 24th, 2018 to Tuesday, January 1st, 
2019.  Messages may be left at any time and will be checked 
regularly. Regular office hours will resume on January 2nd, 
2019. 
 
CWL Membership: . Envelopes are in your offertory boxes 
dated Nov. 4th, 2018 or you may use a plain envelope. FEES 
ARE $25. Please ensure your FULL MAILING ADDRESS OR 
CHANGE OF ADDRESS is included on your envelope with your 
payment.  We look forward to your active participation in our 
league!  

 
Today we continue the "joyful expectation" 

of the birth of Christ in history, the present, 

and the future. Today we hear the words of 

John the Baptist calling people of his time 

to repentance. Now, this baptism that John 

was calling people to is not the same 

baptism that we Christians celebrate. 

However, John's baptism is at the root of 

our Christian baptism. John's baptism had 

its roots in the "oblation washing" of the Jewish people before 

undertaking anything of great importance. 

Christian baptism is a sacrament to wash away original sin so as to 

enter sinless into the Christian community. It is the one sacrament 

that is celebrated by all Christians, even those Christians who are 

not in Communion with Rome. 

John enjoins us to "prepare the way of the Lord." His call is to be 

taken in the widest sense. This preparation is a personal 

preparation, and is also a communal preparation. We are called to 

make sure we are ready to meet the Lord, and this means that we 

need to make a difference in the world to make it better, to make it 

more peaceful, and to make it more just. We are called to protect 

each other's dignity and share of our abundance with others so that 

each may live a life that is centered on helping others. 

Prepare the way! 

Campaign Life Coalition—Traditional Ages Christmas Cakes 
made by the  Monks of  Val Notre-Dame Abbey. 
  They will be selling the cakes in our parish on the weekend of 
December 15/16.  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Volunteers Needed:  Immediate need for Children’s Liturgy and 
Church cleaning.   Looking ahead…...volunteers are also needed 
for garden maintenance from spring to fall and our Seasonal 
Agricultural worker ministry will resume in the spring.  A co-
ordinator for this ministry is especially needed.  Phone the office 
and we will provide details.  

 
Vincent's loves Volunteers: Do you have 2-4 hours per week that 
you could spare? Vincent's Thrift Store, 5970 Lundy's Lane, 
Niagara Falls would love to hear from you. We have a variety of 
"jobs" to do, and wonderful people to work with. We also could 
use a person with a truck who is willing to pick up or drop off 
items from time to time. Volunteer opportunities are open to 
persons of all ages, including students, and hours can be adjusted 
to suit your schedule. If interested ask to speak with Andrea: 289 
296 3807 

 
 

 
 
 

Seasonal Agricultural Worker Program 
There is always a need for new or gently used items; sweaters, light 
coats, socks, work gloves, new toiletries. Please contact the office 
or leave in the church hall.   

 
 
 
 
BINGO CALLERS NEEDED!  Your commitment would be every 
4-6 weeks or if you can only help once or twice, that would be 
appreciated.   Please phone the office if you can assist.  This 
parish fundraiser provides us with extra funds to pay for elevator 
inspections/repairs, fire inspections, church enhancement projects 
(small and large projects over the years).  It is run weekly by a 
dedicated group of volunteers and attended by parishioners and 
members of our community.  Bingo will resume on Thursday, 
September 13th.  All are welcome to attend.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our Lady of the Holy Rosary Shrine, 4706 Miller Road, Port 
Colborne operates May to October.  Thursdays at 7:00 p.m., in the 
Chapel, the Rosary & the celebration of Holy Mass. For more 
information please call Shelley Tamas, 905-714-7677 or visit 
www.rosaryshrineniagara.com. 
 
 
Are you called to be a Permanent Deacon?  To be a deacon is a 
specific call to minister to the People of God through the three-fold 
services of charity, liturgy and word.  If you feel that God may be 
calling you to this special ministry, then contact:  Director Office of 
Permanent Diaconate, Catholic Centre, P.0 Box 875, St. 
Catharines, Ontario L2R 6Z4, Phone:  905-8=684-0154 X 204  
Email:  deacons@saintcd.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
New year– ministry involvement…. 

 
Liturgical ministry is an expression of stewardship, and is a 
rewarding opportunity to share your time and talent with the faith 
community. Christ is calling each of you to work with him and to 
take up your responsibilities in order to build the civilization of love.  
Pope Benedict XVI. 
 

Adult parishioners are invited to participate in the Sunday Liturgy in 
a variety of ways.  
 

We welcome all parishioners to assist in the liturgy.   
 

The following are some of the ministries which you can 
become involved with….. 
Liturgical—lectors, eucharistic ministers, altar servers, music 
ministry, children’s liturgy; Youth Ministry; Parish cleaning 
and maintenance; collection counters; bingo; Development 
and Peace;  St. Vincent de Paul; Seasonal Agricultural Worker 
Support Program, Refugee Ministry, Strawberry Fair (June 
event); Feast of St. Ann (July) Responsible Faith Ministry; 
Catholic Women’s League and their annual fall bazaar.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Vincent de Paul Society 
During the Advent season the Society of Saint Vincent de Paul 
will be collecting gift card donations for Pelham Cares.  The 
age group Pelham Cares has determined to be the most in need 
is teenage boys.  Therefore gift cards for places such as Giant 
Tiger, Old Navy, Sport Check or Canadian Tire would be most 
welcome.  The cards can be in any denomination up to $25.  If 
you wish to make a donation, you can place a gift card in the 
collection basket, or in the Saint Vincent de Paul box at the back 
of the church. Receipts are available from Pelham Cares - 
please include the activation receipt with the gift card, as well as 
your full name and address. Pelham Cares is also accepting 
teen hygiene gift packs. If you wish to donate one of these, 
please place them in the baskets at the back of the church.   
Non-perishable items will also continue to be accepted, and can 
be placed in the baskets at the back of the church. 
Please make your donation on or before the weekend of 
December 16/17 in order that Pelham Cares receives them  in 

time for distribution before Christmas. 
The Society of Saint Vincent de Paul is a lay Catholic 
organization whose mission is to live the Gospel message 
of serving Christ through the poor with love, respect, justice 
and joy.  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NIAGARA FOUNDATION FOR CATHOLIC EDUCATION 
                                    Supporting Students in Need 
 
Every day in the Niagara Region one in five students goes to 
school hungry. For lunch they often eat pizza scraps from the 
previous night’s supper. Several lack daily essentials like warm 
clothing, shoes and personal care items. We often associate 
poverty with third world countries little realizing it exists right 
here at home. You can make a positive difference in the lives of 
students in need. Your donation of $12.75 will provide a hungry 
student with an early morning meal and a wholesome snack for 
a week. In his scripture writings about the Lord’s judgement of 
the nations the apostle St. Matthew tells us about the words of 
Christ when he speaks of feeding the hungry, clothing the 
naked, giving drink to the thirsty and welcoming the stranger. 
Christ says, “Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least 
of these who are my brothers, you did it to me”. Cheques and 
credit cards accepted. Donate on line and please view our video 
at www.nfce.org. The Niagara Foundation for Catholic Education 
is a registered charitable foundation, mailing address 427 Rice 
Road, Welland, Ontario L3C 7C1. Attention Jim Marino. Phone 
(905) 735-0247, extension 210  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Children’s Liturgy Volunteers Needed! 

Children's liturgy is designed to introduce our parish children to 
the Word and allow them to participate fully in the liturgy. On a 
rotating schedule, the Children's Liturgy volunteer leads the 
children in an age-appropriate liturgy of the Word downstairs in 
the church hall during the Sunday 9:30 Mass. Using the 
materials supplied by the program, and their own creativity, they 
provide age-appropriate liturgical readings and activities with the 
children from approximately age 3 until after the child's First 
Communion. The Children's Liturgy Volunteer accompanies the 
children downstairs to the church hall after the presiding priest 
has addressed them. The lesson takes place until after the 
Creed has been recited. The children then bring up the gifts and 
collection before returning to their families.  This is a very 
creative, but skillful position. Since there is involvement with 
children, a police background and vulnerable sector screen are 
necessary, and these forms are supplied by the church. 
Orientation is provided prior to inclusion on the schedule. Please 
consider being part of our ministry.  Phone the office if you can 
assist.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Diocese of St. Catharines Catholic Young Adult Ministry: 
First Friday of the month.  Gather 5:30-6:30pm at the Catholic 
Centre, 3400 Merrittiville Hwy for supper, fellowship and faith 
session and prayer. RSVP 905-684-0154 Ext. 209, Text:  905-
351- 

Sunday, December 9th, 2018 

Christmas Mass Schedule 2018/19 
 

  
 
 
 
 

Christmas Eve & Christmas Day 
Monday Dec 24th   5:00pm Christmas Eve Mass 
Tuesday Dec 25th  12:00am Midnight Mass 
    10:00am Christmas Day Mass 
     
    
 
 
 
 Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph 
Saturday, Dec 29th 9-10am Confessions 
    4-4:45pm Holy Hour &   

   Reconciliation 
    5:00pm Mass 
Sunday, Dec. 30th  9:30am & 11am Masses 
 
 
 

   
     

    Solemnity of Mary the Mother of God 
Monday, Dec 31st  5:00pm Mass 
Tuesday, Jan 1st  10:00am Mass 
 

        
 
 
 
 
 

    Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord 
Saturday, Jan 5th  5:00pm Mass 
Sunday, Jan 6th  9:30 am & 11am Masses  
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