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 Sat. Dec 18       4-4:45pm Exposition of the Blessed  
     Sacrament and Confessions 
     Fourth Sunday of Advent 
            5:00pm      Isaiah 
     (Magazzeni Family) 
          Betty & Les Szabo 
     (Jan & Lana) 
     Fourth Sunday of Advent 
  Sun. Dec 19         9:30am   Missa Pro Populo 
           11:00am    Ashley Lelievre 
     (Racz Family) 
          Anthony, Muriel & Wayne  
     Rebeiro 
     (Rebeiro Family)  
  Mon. Dec 20        9:30am   NO MASS 
 Tues. Dec 21        9:30am     Special Intention 
     (Patti & Cyril Simek) 
              7-8pm HOLY HOUR & Confessions 
  Wed. Dec 22        9:30am    Intentions of Vern & Donna 
     Walters & Family 
     (Teresa & Colin Walters) 
  Thurs. Dec 23      9:30am    Margaret Marshall 
     (Mike & Anne Young) 
     Christmas Eve Masses 
  Fri. Dec 24  5:00pm     Wally & Sophie Paterak 
     (Chris Meyo & Family) 
         John & Anne Mikolasek 
     (Mary Ann Biggar & Family) 
   8:00pm    Frances MacDougall 
     (Gwen MacDougall & Family) 
  Sat. Dec 25          Christmas Day Masses 
         Midnight    Jack & Dorothy Walters 
     (Colin & Teresa Walters) 
   9:30am     Missa Pro Populo  
          11:00am    Anthony Filbert 
     (Linda Filbert & Family) 
     Birthday Blessings for  Malti 
     Gujadhur 
     (Divya G.) 
     Feast of the Holy Family of 
     Jesus, Mary & Joseph 
  Sun. Dec 26          9:30am   Missa Pro Populo 
           11:00am    Ralph Biancaniello & Gerrard 
     Gosselin 
     (Vince Addario) 

   
 

     

     Confessions from 9-9:25am before all weekday Masses. 

   
 

 

 

 
  

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 

St. Augustine tells us that a “Christian is a mind through which 
Christ thinks, a heart through which Christ loves, a voice through 
which Christ speaks and a hand through which Christ helps.” As 
we look around and out at the world, we do not have to search 
too far before we come face to face with inequity and injustice. 
There is so much unfairness, prejudice, anger, hatred, violence, 
and want. The stories of human heartache, people being hurt, 
deprived of life’s necessities, loneliness, and sickness are far too 
commonplace. For many of the world’s ills, the vices of greed, 
lust, pride, gluttony, and jealousy are clearly among the more sig-
nificant root causes. 
Why doesn’t God just step in and fix this mess? After all, God 
created this world, and one would hope that he would step up and 
take some measure of responsibility for it! Once we sit with this 
thinking for a while, we can begin to realize just how flawed it re-
ally is. God did take responsibility and God did fix the problem! 
God sent us Jesus Christ as the divine solution to the world’s ills. 
It is not God who has shirked responsibility, we have. We are the 
ones who continually fail to set our own personal needs, wants, 
and securities aside so that One more powerful than us can use 
us. 

 

Mary had to set her needs aside in order for 
the Son of God to come into the world. Put 
simply, Mary listened and believed. Having 
opened herself to being an instrument of the 
Divine, God could use her as his mind, 
heart, voice, and hand. She became God’s 
vessel so that God’s greatness could reach 
the ends of the earth and peace could come 
upon the world. God’s fix for the world’s dif-
ficulties is you and me. We are the ones 
who confess that Jesus Christ came into the 

world as the Son of God, the Prince of Peace, and herald of jus-
tice. All we have to do is believe, as did Mary, that what has been 
spoken to us by the Lord will be fulfilled. Then, we can step aside 
and be the Christians we claim to be. What a difference it would 
make if every person who professed to be Christian truly under-
stood that their one and only vocation is to be God’s instrument. 
What a beautiful, equitable, and just world it would be. 
 
Reservations are needed for Masses for Christmas and The 
Solemnity of Mary the Mother of God.  Refer to today’s bulletin for 
the schedule and phone or email the office to book spaces.   
 

SYNOD 2021-2023, Journeying Together 
Our Holy Father, Pope Francis, has invited the Catholic Church to 
participate in the Synod on Synodality, which is all about our jour-
neying together. Through listening and discernment rooted in the 
Holy Spirit, the entire people of God is called to contribute to a 
process by which the Church deepens in understanding of Her 
mission and looks toward the future. A Synod, which is the pro-
cess by which the Church will begin this important work is not just 
a convening of Bishops advising the Pope. It is a journey of dis-
cernment in which the entire people of God are called to pray and 
reflect upon the Holy Spirit’s will for the Church. Through our lis-
tening and our sharing, we will seek to understand what the Holy 
Spirit’s will is for the topic being discussed – and thus, for the 
Church.  

Offertory December 5th, 2021 
 Envelopes:   $3, 360.00  

Offertory December 12th , 2021   
 Envelopes:   $3, 135.00 

E -Transfer: stannfendonations@cogeco.net  
(No password required) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For Jan 2022– separated and divorced ministry 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Church cleaners needed 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Prayer of the Synod: 
 

Adsumus Sancte Spiritus 

 

We stand before You, Holy Spirit,  

as we gather together in Your name. 

With You alone to guide us,  

make Yourself at home in our hearts;  

Teach us the way we must go  

and how we are to pursue it. 

We are weak and sinful; 

do not let us promote disorder. 

Do not let ignorance lead us down the wrong path  

nor partiality influence our actions. 

Let us find in You our unity 

so that we may journey together to eternal life  

and not stray from the way of truth 

and what is right. 

All this we ask of You, 

who are at work in every place and time,  

in the communion of the Father and the Son,  

forever and ever. A 
 

 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION 

Bulletin Announcement: The St. Vincent de Paul Society 

is asking for volunteers to help at their 

store on Queenston St. in St. Catharines. The society is an 

international lay organization 

founded by French university students and led by Blessed 

Frederic Ozanam. He was a lawyer, 

author &amp; professor dedicated to the service of the 

poor. Through the society, his work 

continues to-day. The organization is open to those who de-

sire to live their faith in love &amp; 

service of their neighbours. The store sells a wide variety of 

goods and all proceeds, with the 

exception of the salary of the manager, are used to aid the 

poor and needy in our community. 

The work involves sorting &amp; organizing the many do-

nations brought to the store and thus, no 

experience is necessary. The store is open Monday to Fri-

day from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. and 

Saturday from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Volunteers work a 

three hour shift, once a week. If you 

are interested in helping this most worthy charitable ser-

vice, please contact the store manager 

at 905-684-2042. 

For Francis our Pope, Gerard our Bishop, and the 

holy, faithful People of God in the Diocese of St. 

Catharines: that the preparation and celebration of 

this Synod may help us to discern God´s will and to 

boldly carry it out. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mount Carmel Home in St. Catharines is looking to hire a 

new cook. The  

cook would be responsible for preparing meals for resi-

dents, guests and  

employees of the Home. Knowledge of cooking for facilities 

or large  

groups is considered an asset. The successful applicant 

must have, or be  

willing to obtain, a Safe Food Handler's Certificate. Please 

contact  

Victoria at carmel@bellnet.ca if you are interested in this 

position. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph 
 

Families can be very difficult things to negotiate. This is true not 
only of our families of origin, the current family of which we are a 
part, the family of our Church, our society, and our global family as 
well. Everything human can be found in family stories. Those 
stories speak of wonderful life-giving successes as well as painful 
spirit-robbing abuses. Our greatest joys and our greatest wounds 
are usually connected with the experience of family. Our needs, 
experiences, and unresolved baggage often colour what we bring to 
our familiar relationships. They contribute to our level of 
defensiveness, how guarded and protected we become, and what 
prejudices we believe. In order to break the cycle of dysfunction we 
have to remember that it is not only by human effort that we 
negotiate the difficult and challenging events of our lives. There is a 
Divine Effort at work as well. For sure, the human effort can create 
quite a mess and easily destroy lives. This is true of any family with 
which we are associated. Today’s Feast of the Holy Family serves 
to help us understand that there is a Divine Story being told as well. 
It is a story of perseverance in the face of hardship, determination in 
the face of despair, healing when we see nothing but wounds, and 
light where there is darkness. 

Do we believe that God is always working, 

guiding, restoring, and leading? Unless we do, 

we will never be free from the imperfections 

and wounds that bind us and never be able to 

understand what it really means to forgive. 

Pope Francis tells us that the “light which 

comes from the Holy Family encourages us to 

offer human warmth to other families.” While 

this is most certainly true, we can only really 

begin to do this when we realize that we are 

still works in progress, not anchored to the 

wounds and sins of our past, and still a leading star in God’s 

continually unfolding story of love. The Holy Family persevered and 

radiated warmth because they knew they were not alone. We can 

too. 

 
SYNOD 2021-2023, Journeying Together 

The active phase of our local participation in 
the Synod will begin in the New Year with 
small group discussions organized in every 
parish focusing on the fundamental 
question: A synodal Church, in announcing 
the Gospel, “journeys together.” How is this 
“journeying together” happening today in your 

local Church? What steps does the Spirit invite us to take in order to 
grow in our “journeying together”? (PD, 26) For more information, 
visit https://www.synod.va/en.html. For information on what is 
happening in our local Church, visit http://www.saintcd.com/synod-
2021-2023  
 
Reminder-Protocols for Receiving Communion: Please wait for 
the ushers to invite you to come forward for Holy 
Communion. The ushers will ask your preference and those 
receiving by the hand will come forward first.  Then, they will 
invite those who would like to receive Holy Communion by mouth.  
When approaching the front, to receive communion, please 
maintain at least a 6-foot gap with the person in front of you and 
keep your mask on. When you reach the point to receive 
communion, stop at the green line, bow and respond “Amen” after 
the priest says, “The body of Christ”.  Then remove your mask and 
step forward to receive the host.  For those receiving on the hand,  
move to the left or right  of the priest  to consume the host.  Then 
replace your mask and return to your seat via the side aisles.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Donations to Pelham Cares:  If you would like to donate gift cards 
for Pelham Care, please drop them off in the St. Vincent de Paul 
donation box at the church entrance or bring to the office. 
 
 
Soil needed for parish: If you or someone you know has clean soil 
from a construction project and needs a place to deposit it, we 
could use it to fill in some areas around the church property.  The 
soil should be free of debris such as rocks or bricks etc. If it 
contains clay, that would be fine.  Phone the office if you can assist.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Donations for the Notre Dame Pilgrimage for the Developing world 
will continue to be accepted throughout the month of November.  If 
you would like to sponsor Grade 9 student & parishioner Julia 
Tremeer, you can use the following link …... 
https://www.canadahelps.org/me/nws5zwhm  
Or, to support the pilgrimage  in general,  use this link….. 
www.notredamecollege.ca  
If you would like to view the Pilgrimage Mass held two weeks ago, 
go to https://vimeo.com/640366379. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Diocesan Separated & Divorced Healing Ministry Support 
Group meets every second and fourth Monday of the month 
(except holidays) at Mount Carmel Spiritual Centre. Call: 905-356-
4113 or 905-684-0154, or email 
separatedanddivorced@saintcd.com. Pre-registration is required. 
Meetings held both in person & virtually via Zoom platform.  
Please see contact information above to pre-register and 
consult the Diocesan website for Covid protocols at  
saintcd.com October 25, 2021 Pastoral Care, Fr. Chris Kulig 
Presenter 
November 8, 2021 Causes of Anger 
November 22, 2021 Working Through Anger 
December 13, 2021 Sadness and Depression 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Offence declarations were mailed in July to parishioners who are 
involved in high risk ministry.  A reminder to mail your completed 
declaration form to the diocese as soon as possible.  A stamped, 
addressed envelope was included in the mailings for your 
convenience.  Also, for all parishioners who volunteer in high or 
low risk ministries, please notify the office of any change in your 
status in order to keep our records up to date.  phone the office.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Offence Declarations:  If you are a parish volunteer involved with  
high risk ministries, you are required to submit an Offence 
Declaration form to the diocese each year. An email was sent to 
you on August 20th.   The forms have now been mailed to you. A 
stamped, addressed envelope is included for your convenience. 
Please submit them to the chancery office as soon as possible.    
Your co-operation is appreciated.   Also, for all parishioners who 
volunteer in high or low risk ministries, please notify the office of 
any change in your status in order to keep our records up to date.  
phone the office.  
 
 
 

Ontario Government Roadmap to Re-open—Step 3 
Expanded capacity for religious services, rites, ceremonies 
including weddings and funerals. No fixed capacity is mandated, 
however, since physical distancing requirements remain in place, 
indoor capacity is approximately one-third/33% capacity. The 
seating arrangements in the church at this time will remain in place 
allowing for distancing and the 1/3 capacity. . A reminder that no 
reservations are required for all Masses/Liturgical celebrations.  
 
Requirements for masks or face coverings remain in place in indoor 
public settings throughout Step 3 and are likely to remain in place 
until at least September.  
 
Contact tracing is to continue.   
 
The dispensation from Sunday Mass attendance remains in effect.  

  Mon. Dec 27       NO MASS 
 Tues. Dec 28       9:30am Birthday Blessings for 
     Kapil, Trimal & Raveem  
     Rahulan 
     (Divya G.) 
    7-8pm HOLY HOUR & Confessions 
 Wed. Dec 29        9:30am     Intentions of Mullin Siblings 
     (Colin & Teresa Walters) 
     Birthday Blessings for  
     Rudraksha Sahi 
     (Divya G.) 
 Thurs. Dec 30       9:30am    Intentions of Fr. Chad Grennan 
     (Colin & Teresa Walters) 
  Fri. Dec 31           9:30am    Margaret Murphy 
     (Mike & Anne Young) 
     Solemnity of Mary the Mother 
     Of God 
           5:00pm   Jack & Dorothy Walters 
     (Colin & Teresa Walters)    
  Sat. Jan 1                    Solemnity of Mary the Mother 
     Of God 
   9:30am     All Parishioners 
          11:00am Sarah, Ever & Harper Addario 
     (Vince Addario) 
  Sun. Jan 2              Epiphany of the Lord 
    9:30am   Missa Pro Populo 
           11:00am    Deceased Members of the 
     Rebeiro Family 
     (Rebeiro Family) 
Confessions from 9-9:25am before all weekday Masses. 
Offertory envelopes for 2022 are now available.   
Volunteers will hand them out as you enter the church or phone 
to arrange pick-up. E-transfer will continue to be available to 
make your donation. Check your envelopes for Special 
Collection dates.  FOR THE YEAR 2022,  USE ONLY THE 
ENVELOPES ASSIGNED TO YOU FOR THAT YEAR.  If  a 
box has not been prepared for you, let the office know.  
Also, please do not begin using your new envelopes until 2022.  
Thank you! 
All Church contributions/donations for 2021 must be 
received on or before Dec. 31st, 2021 to be applied to your 2021 
tax receipt.  It is best to make your last donations of the year on 
the weekend of Dec 25/26 as the office will be closed from Dec 
24-Jan 1

st
. Donations received after that weekend will be applied 

to your 2022 tax receipt. Thank you! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contemplative Prayer Group: Are you interested in learning to 
pray in silence? The teachings of St. John of the Cross will be 
followed. Meetings are the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of the month 
on zoom. For registration and information on start times contact 
bcoleman@bell.net or 905-646-1995. 
 
 
 
 
Prayer at a Child's First Communion:  Lord Jesus Christ, in 
the Sacrament of the Eucharist You left us the 
outstanding manifestation of your limitless love for us. Thank 
You for giving our children the opportunity to experience this 
love in receiving the Sacrament for the first time. May your 
Eucharist presence keep them ever free from sin, fortified in 
faith, pervaded by love for God and neighbour, and fruitful in 
virtue,  that they may continue to receive You throughout 
life and attain final union with You at death.  Amen. 
 
 
 
Protocols for cleaning pews, washrooms and confessional 
rooms have been relaxed so as to require only regular cleaning 
in accordance with pre-Covid-19 routines.  Contact tracing 
remains required and if someone with suspected or known 
Covid-19 has attended, affected areas will be disinfected.  
 
Distribution  of bulletins and pamphlets will resume.  The votive 
candle stand can be used but a two meter distance is required 
when more than one person is waiting.  
 
The collection procedure  and Communion protocols will remain 
the same for now.  We ask that those who receive Communion 
on the hand come up first and those who receive on the tongue 
proceed after.  The ushers will ask your preference and guide 
you.  
All other protocols remain unchanged. Full details are 
available on the parish website.  

Sunday, December 26th, 2021 

Sunday, December 19th, 2021 
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https://vimeo.com/640366379
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