
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
 
Today we are celebrating the Solemnity of Pentecost, an ancient 
Jewish feast on which the Covenant that God made with his 
People on Mount Sinai (cf. Ex 19) was commemorated. It also 
became a Christian feast because of what happened on that day 
50 days after Jesus' Pasch. We read in the Acts of the Apostles 
that the disciples were praying all together in the Upper Room 
when the Holy Spirit descended upon them powerfully, as wind 

and as fire. They then began to proclaim 
in many tongues the Good News of 
Christ's Resurrection (cf. 2:1-4). This 
was the "Baptism of the Holy Spirit" 
which had been foretold by John the 
Baptist: "I baptize you with water", he 
said to the crowds, "but he who is 
coming after me is mightier than I... he 
will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and 
with fire" (Mt 3:11). In fact, Jesus' entire 
mission aimed at giving the Spirit of God 
to men and women and at baptizing 
them in his regenerative "bath". This was 
brought about with his glorification (cf. Jn 

7:39), that is, through his death and Resurrection: then the Spirit 
of God was poured out in superabundance, like a cascade 
capable of purifying every heart, extinguishing the fire of evil and 
kindling the flame of divine love in the world. 
 
The Acts of the Apostles present Pentecost as 
the fulfilment of this promise and hence as the 
culmination of Jesus' entire mission. After his 
Resurrection, he himself ordered the disciples to 
stay in Jerusalem, because, he said, "before 
many days you shall be baptized with the Holy 
Spirit" (Acts 1:5); and he added: "You shall 
receive power when the Holy Spirit has come 
upon you; and you shall be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria and to the end of the 
earth" (Acts 1:8). Thus Pentecost is in a special way the Baptism 
of the Church which carries out her universal mission starting 
from the roads of Jerusalem with the miraculous preaching in 
humanity's different tongues. In this Baptism of the Holy Spirit the 
personal and community dimension, the "I" of the disciple and the 
"we" of the Church, are inseparable. The Holy Spirit consecrates 
the person and at the same time makes him or her a living 
member of the Mystical Body of Christ, sharing in the mission of 
witnessing to his love. And this takes place through the 
Sacraments of Christian initiation:  Baptism and Confirmation…let 
us rediscover, dear brothers and sisters, the beauty of being 
baptized in the Holy Spirit; let us recover awareness of our 
Baptism and our Confirmation, ever timely sources of grace. 
 
Let us ask the Virgin Mary to obtain also today a renewed 
Pentecost for the Church that will imbue in all, and especially in 
the young, the joy of living and witnessing to the Gospel. 
 
—Pope Benedict XVI, Regina Caeli Address on the Solemnity of 
Pentecost, 11 May 2008. 

Sat. May 30                 Birthday Blessings for  
            Stephen Lastovic Bisson 
           (Rosemary Lastovic) 
Sun.  May 31             Missa Pro Populo  
Mon. June 1         Helen Albanese 
           (Vince Addario) 
Tues. June 2        Arnold Reece & Jeremiah & 
           Anastasia Manning 
           (Hannah Reece) 
Wed. June 3         Intention of Joseph Mullin 
           (Teresa Walters) 
Thurs. June 4    Tara Hilton 
           (Karen & Michael) 
 Fri. June 5               Reparation for all offences 
           Committed against the  
           Immaculate Heart of Mary 
           (Teresa Walters) 
 Sat. June 6                 Ray Kardas 
           (Stan & Krysia Fit) 
 Sun. June 7            Missa Pro Populo 
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