Sunday, February 21st, 2021
First Sunday of Lent
St. Oscar Romero said, “Aspire not to have more, but to be
more.” These powerful words provide the perfect framework for
a conversion oriented Lenten experience. God is giving us this
Lenten sign to stop being concerned about what you have and
focus on who you are. This requires that we create a desert
space and listen more attentively for God to reveal His
presence. It is all so wonderfully simple on the one hand and
so incredibly challenging on the other. The message is simple:
love God, neighbor, and self. Those simple words make great
sense, but we struggle translating them into reality. Our
attachments, compulsions, obsessions, addictions, routines,
and busyness all anchor us to the “idol of the self,” keeping us
mired in our compulsive need for selfaggrandizement. It’s not about us! God
vowed, long ago, to nurture, sustain and
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protect the relationship He has with His
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people. He called us into being, nurtures us
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in being, and sustains us in being. Without
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the Loving Divine Presence, all life would
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cease. Once we slow down a bit and clear
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away some of the clutter, we can see how
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the journey of our life is unfolding. We can
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see what brings us in and out of tune with
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God’s love and how we can better imitate
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God’s loving fidelity in our relationship with Him. In short, we
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will see our myopic short sightedness and figure out how we
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can better share the Divine Fire within with others. Lent isn’t
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just about giving stuff up for forty days and indulging again at
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the question of how we can be more. “Being more” means
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becoming more fully alive and in touch with the holiness of life
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things. It is realizing that the “quality” of our presence is crucial
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to being an effective witness and herald of God’s unconditional
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The illusion we have bought into causes us to believe that the
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wrong things and systems matter. We tirelessly fight to keep
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things the way they are, to return to the former ways of doing
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things or restore some nostalgic fantasy memory of “life in the
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good old days.” Lent isn’t about maintaining what we have or
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returning to something that is gone. It’s about becoming
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something new. It’s about being more focused, centered,
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convicted, and grounded so that we can be a person who truly
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loves and treasures being made in the image of God. The
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secret to Gospel living is not found in accumulating anything for
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ourselves, even merit points for heaven. Gospel living means
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learning how to live with less so that others can live with more.
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The thought of permanently giving something up makes us feel
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Confessions from 9-9:25am before all weekday Masses.
Mass Registration
Niagara Region is now in Grey Lockdown order. The 10
person limit for church services is still in place.
Offertory February 13th & 14th, 2021
A reminder that you must register for ALL Masses, including
Envelopes
$1, 918.25
weekdays & HOLY HOUR. Please phone or email the office
for weekend Mass attendance and the following weekday
Interac E-transfer is also available to make donations.
Masses no later than the Friday morning before the weekend.
Please use the following email:
That will give us time to put the attendance sheets in place for
stannfendonations@cogeco.net
the ushers and Fr. Rey. Once the 10 person limit has been
(No password required)
reached, the doors will be locked. This limit includes the pastor,
so we can allow for 9 people in the worship area.

