Sunday, March 29th, 2020
God calls us out of our tombs, where we have been closed up in
fear and despair, and shouts, “Come out!” He desperately wants
to show us the path to hope and the new life that is possible after
loss and death. But our faith can be weak, and we still prefer to
cling to the memory of what we had rather than the joyful
possibilities of tomorrow. We sometimes live as if God is not real
and that the transformative power of His resurrected presence is
a story found in the Bible rather than a narrative unfolding in our
lives.
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GOSPEL MEDITATION
Even though we say that we
believe, there is a part of us that
doesn’t. There are many times in
our lives when we experience
death, whether it be the physical
death of someone we love, a
failed relationship, the loss of a
job, or a broken dream. As we
are going through these death
experiences, we can easily find ourselves reaching out
to God to make it better and fix it! We think that the
proper order of life is to maintain the things of this
world, especially those things that are essential to our
sense of well-being and security. We do not like
change. The grieving that comes from our death
experiences can keep us stuck and in despair. If we
have lost something or someone of great value, the
very meaning and essence of life is lost with them. We
need gentle companions to lift us from despair and
that is precisely who God desires to be in our life as
well.

God is the God of surprises, not our
demise.
God
opens
new
possibilities, begins new chapters,
creates new verses, and brings us
to new heights! We spend so much
time and energy ruminating over
what we left behind yesterday that
we are far too tired to see what can
unfold tomorrow. Loving someone
new doesn’t negate our past loves. Embracing the love of a
person, God, or life itself tomorrow doesn’t diminish the love of
yesterday. Each of our loves is different, and one cannot be
replaced by another. They don’t cancel each other out. God truly
has tended to every detail of our lives, and if we listen to each
detail, we find that they all lead us back to Him. Jesus wants us to
come out of our closed-up tombs. Are we going to listen this
time?
EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP - RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR
ORDINARY MOMENTS
The 6 Characteristics of an Everyday Stewardship for Lent –
Committed
I remember Jim Valvano, Jimmy V to many, saying the iconic
words, “Don’t give up; you can never give up.” The former coach
of the NC State men’s basketball team was dying of cancer, yet
he refused to throw in the towel and give in to his disease. His
words exemplified the best of the human
spirit we all share. Sometimes, living out
those words seem much more difficult
than saying them.
These words are also important for our
faith life. The life Jesus calls us to is not
easy. When working toward a life of
greater generosity and surrender of all to
God, we are prone to fall flat on our face many times. We are not
called to this life only when we are strong. It is how we respond
when times are the most difficult that truly defines us as disciples
and stewards. The world may think we are down for the count,
but rising again gives testimony that in Christ we are stronger.
Commitment takes a willingness to do the things needed to get
stronger and build our spiritual muscles. We cannot expect to find
success in the spiritual life unless we continue to work on our
resolve and grow in our knowledge of the faith. A marathon
runner would never be able to make it to the finish line unless
they have trained and prepared in advance. We must work hard
to stay the course and prepare for the race at hand. No matter
what this life may have in store for us, we are called to not give
up. God will never give up on us.

