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   Sat. Jan 2              9-10am Reconciliation   
   4-4:45pm Exposition of the Blessed 
     Sacrament  & Reconciliation 
        Vigil—Epiphany of the Lord 
      5:00pm   Joe Dobrucki 
     (Olga Rosinski) 
   Sun. Jan 3           Epiphany of the Lord 
      9:30am    Missa Pro Populo 
    11:00am   Armand & Betty Mei 
     (Patti & Cyril Simek) 
  Mon. Jan 4              7:00pm Holy Hour & Reconciliation 
  Tues. Jan 5             9:30am   Virginia Correia 
     (Maria Baptista) 
   Wed. Jan 6             9:30am  Bill Van Liefland 
     (Family) 
   Thurs. Jan 7           9:30am   Manuel Pereira 
     (Maria Baptista) 
   Fri. Jan 8                9:30am   Teresa Sporbeck 
     (Gloria Egert) 
   Sat. Jan. 9              9-10am Reconciliation 
    4-4:45pm Exposition of the Blessed  
     Sacrament  & Reconciliation 
        Baptism of the Lord 
       5:00pm   Missa Pro Populo   
   Sun. Jan. 10           Baptism of the Lord 
       9:30am  Intention Available 
     11:00am  Georgina Anthony 
     (Stephanie Anthony) 
   Reconciliation from 9-9:20am before all weekday masses. 

Offertory December 24th & 25th, 2015 
   100 Envelopes   $3, 530.00 
   Loose Collection   $    662.65  
  Total Offertory   $4, 192.65  
   Flowers     $      20.00 
   Maintenance   $      20.00 

Offertory December 26th & 27th, 2015 
   64 Envelopes   $1, 272.65 
   Loose Collection   $    100.00 
   Total Offertory   $1, 372.65 
   Christmas    $    200.00 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Epiphany of the Lord 

 "We saw his star at its rising and have come to do him 
homage." These Magi did not know the person they were seeking 
to honor. They had not met Jesus, but had embarked upon a long 
and arduous journey in order to come into his presence. Although 
they were not from among the Jewish people who had received 
the ancient promises of a Messiah, they were nonetheless antici-
pating his arrival. And when they found him, "they were over-
joyed." Their quest had come to its moment of fulfillment when 

"they saw the child with Mary his mother." 
 For those of us who have been 
raised Christian since our infancy, it's im-
portant to reflect on the joy of the Magi. 
They found Christ as a result of great effort 
and expense. The very trials of their jour-
ney, and the hope that was fulfilled when it 
was successful, made them appreciate 
their encounter with Jesus in a profound 
way as "they prostrated themselves... and 
offered him gifts." Converts to the faith 
may have a kind of advantage in compre-
hending the experience 
of the Magi. But cradle 

Catholics may need to exert a bit more effort 
to share in the wonder. Even when Jesus has 
always been a part of someone's life, it is still 
important to stand in awe of him. On the feast 
of the Epiphany of the Lord, we meditate on 
what it means to "find" Jesus. For some of us, 
this means remembering a conversion experi-
ence, but for others it means imagining what 
life would be like without him, and then rejoic-
ing in the fact that he is truly with us. No matter how we found the 
Lord, we too should fall down on our knees in adoration and offer 
him the precious treasures of our lives: our fervent devotion and 
our will to serve him. 

The Jubilee Year of Mercy :  In response to 
our Bishop’s request, St. Ann’s will have a 
Prayer Hour for Mercy with Eucharistic Adora-
tion every Monday evening at 7:00 p.m., be-
ginning Monday, December 14. The Sacrament 
of Confession will be available during that time 
until 7:55 p.m. when we will have Benediction. In 

addition, Confession will be available before each weekday Mass 
from 9:00 a.m. to 9:20 a.m. Tuesday to Friday beginning Tuesday 
December 8. Confessions on Saturday will be increased: the Sac-
rament will be available from 9:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. beginning 
Saturday December 12, in addition to the usual 4:00 p.m. to 4:45 
p.m. It is my hope that this Year of Mercy will be a time of in-
creased prayer and increased reception of the Sacraments, espe-
cially Confession and the Eucharist, so that we may grow much 
closer to Our Lord Jesus Christ and better appreciate and put into 
practice the great love and mercy He shows us. 
 
Living Faith—provides daily reflections based on a Scripture 
passage from the daily Mass.  With readings for daily Mass listed 
at the bottom of each devotion, this booklet helps Catholics pray 
and meditate in spirit with the seasons of the Church Year.  Cop-
ies for                are available at the back of the church.  Please 
help yourself.  
 
We will be taking down Christmas decorations on Monday,  
January 11th. If you can help, we will meet at 9:30am.  Thank 
you.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Calling all youth!  The 5:00 Saturday Mass is looking for more 
singers and musicians for the Youth Choir (Gr.7&up).  If you know 

 
Epiphany of the Lord—Reflection 

The word epiphany means ‘manifestation’, and the Solemnity of the 
Epiphany of the Lord is a celebration of the first two occasions on 
which it became evident that Jesus was not just an ordinary man, 
but that He was the Son of God. The first time that this was 
revealed was when the wise men (magi) from the East came to 
worship Jesus; the second occasion is the Baptism of Jesus in the 
River Jordan. While Eastern Orthodox churches focus on the 
Baptism of Jesus on this feast day, in the Roman Catholic rite, 
Epiphany is the day on which we commemorate the adoration of 
Jesus by the wise men (magi) from the East. 

The arrival of the magi to pay 
homage to the king of the Jews 
is a significant event. It signified 
that Gentiles as well as Jews 
could welcome the good news of 
Salvation that was made 
manifest in the Incarnation and 
birth of Jesus. We learn from the 
magi that if we choose to seek 
Christ in all sincerity, we too will 

find Him – not through our own efforts, but through our willingness 
to follow the light of His life and teaching. Following their example, 
we are inspired to worship Him. Like them, we do not want to come 
empty-handed, but want to bring gifts to our Lord that will show Him 
how much we love and honour Him. 
Tradition has drawn different associations with the gifts that the 
wise men brought to Jesus. Gold is a sign of wealth and was 
regarded as a symbol of kingship; frankincense

1
 is a type of 

incense that symbolized divinity and was also associated with 
prayer, as it was burned alongside the grain offerings in the 
Tabernacle as a fragrant offering rising to God.

2
 Myrrh is an 

aromatic resin that was one of the ingredients of the holy oil used 
for anointing priests, prophets, and kings, and it was also used to 
embalm the dead (thus symbolically foreshadowing the death of 
Jesus). But what about us? What gifts can we bring to our Lord and 
King? 
In truth, we have nothing to give Jesus that is not already His; 
everything that we have and are is a gift from God. We have 
nothing to offer Him other than ourselves; we have nothing to bring 
Him other than our love and worship. Yet these are the gifts that He 
desires the most, the gifts that are truly fit for the King who gives 
Himself completely to us so that we can be united with Him forever 
in eternity. Come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord! 
 
“If the Magi had come in search of an earthly King, they would have 
been disconcerted at finding that they had taken the trouble to 
come such a long way for nothing. Consequently they would have 
neither adored nor offered gifts. But since they sought a heavenly 
King, though they found in Him no signs of royal pre-eminence, yet, 
content with the testimony of the star alone, they adored: for they 
saw a man, and they acknowledged a God.” ~St. John Chrysostom 
 
The Notre Dame College School Alumni Association is inviting 
all alumni to register on our new website in order to re-establish our 
contact list.  Once logged in and registered you will be able to 
peruse over 65 years of Notre Dame yearbooks online.  Please 
register at www.notredamewelland.com. 
 
Office Closure for Christmas:  The Church Office will be closed 
from Friday, December 25th, 2015 to Friday, January 1st, 
2016.  Messages may be left at any time and will be checked 
regularly. Regular office hours will resume the week of 
January 4th, 2016. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parish Calendar 
 
Jan 6th…..  Parish Discernment meeting 7pm.  All 
parishioners encouraged to attend.  (See today’s insert for 
details. 
Jan 8th……. Visitation of the sick and homebound.  
Phone the office to arrange a visit. 
Jan 17th….  Week of prayer for Christian Unity 
Jan 19th….  Tuesday Bingo resumes 
Jan 20th ….  School Mass 9:30am 
Jan 20th….  Finance Meeting 7pm 
 
Thank you to everyone who donated food items or gift cards to 
Pelham Cares.  All donations have been forwarded to them with 
many thanks for your generosity. 

2016 Offertory Envelopes 
 
2016 Offertory Envelopes: are available in the church hall. If 
you do not find a box prepared for you, please phone the 
office.   
As we begin a new year, A few requests regarding envelope 
use: 
Please note that there have been updates made to the offertory 
numbering system.  FOR THE YEAR 2016, PLEASE USE 
ONLY THE ENVELOPES ASSIGNED TO YOU FOR THAT 
YEAR.  Some numbers are re-assigned every year and if you 
use old envelopes someone else may get credit for your 
contribution. It is best to destroy all old envelopes.   A 
reminder that  if you forget your envelope at home, there are 
visitor envelopes at the church entrance you can use - don’t 
forget to include  your name and address on them.  

  If you are making up for a missed week, it is not  
  necessary 
  to use more than one envelope.  Use only the envelope   
  for the week you are attending.  

  It is always helpful for us if you mark the amount of your 
  donation on the envelope, however this is not required. 

  If you are using a lot of coin for your contribution, we 
           suggest that you tape the envelope well as loose change     
  falls out easily.  

  For any donations by cheque, please make payable to     
St. Ann Parish,  including all special collections. Take        
extra   care with the date for the new year.  

  PLEASE ADVISE THE OFFICE IF YOUR ADDRESS 
OR      OTHER CONTACT IFNORMATION HAS 
CHANGED.   

 If you do not use envelopes but would like to, contact the 
office and we will prepare a box for you.  

 
Tuesday Bingo:  Will resume on January 19th, 
2016.  If you would like to help with this 
fundraiser, please phone the office as schedules 
for the January-June session will be prepared 
soon. The time commitment would be 2 hours 
about every 5-6 weeks.  Thank you so much to 
everyone who has volunteered to assist. 

 
Catholic Education:  Open House and registration for 2016. 

   

Sunday, January 3rd, 2016 
The Epiphany of the Lord 
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